Care of your Japanese Bobtail

CONGRATULATIONS on the adoption of your Japanese Bobtail!  With a little effort, your kitty can bring you years of love and enjoyment.

Since Japanese Bobtails are bred to be docile and gentle in nature, for safety PLEASE DO NOT allow your kitten outside.  On a leash or in a traveling carrier would be acceptable with supervision, although experts believe you’re better off not letting them out at all.  A good window would provide entertainment and keep your kitty safe from predators and disease.  ALLOWING YOUR KITTEN OUTSIDE VOIDS ALL GUARANTEES!

All kittens have received some of their shots before leaving my home and are vet checked.  You should take your kitten to your local vet soon after purchase for a check up and to schedule its next shots.  ANY HEALTH PROBLEMS MUST BE REPORTED TO ME WITHIN 3 DAYS OF TAKING YOUR KITTEN HOME.  DURING THAT TIME I WILL EXCHANGE/REFUND IF NEEDED DUE TO HEALTH PROBLEMS.  I MUST HAVE A WRITTEN DOCUMENT FROM YOUR VET STATING THE PROBLEM.  THIS DOES NOT COVER ACCIDENTS TO THE KITTEN WHILE IN YOUR CARE.  HOWEVER IF FOR ANY REASON YOU NO LONGER WANT THE KITTEN AT ANY TIME, THE KITTEN MUST BE RETURNED TO ME.  THIS WILL BE STATED IN MY CONTRACT AS WELL.

I require all my kittens to be altered (desexed) before furnishing you with registration papers.  It is very important that the kittens are altered at the appropriate time.  We recommend between 6 and 8 months of age.  If not altered at that time males as well as females can spray and then it will be harder to break them when they are altered.  It also increases the risk for cancer every time a female goes in to heat, not to mention the risk of uterus infections, which can kill the cat.  It is a matter of health and happiness that we require the cats to be altered.  It is an old wife’s tale if anyone tells you a kitten should have her first heat before being spayed.  Her chances of infection are large plus it increases her chances of cancer by 20% every time she goes into heat.  I require a copy stating this has been done from your vet.  This can be faxed to me or mailed.  After receiving this documentation, registration papers will be sent to you.  Pedigree papers will come home with your kitten.

BRINGING KITTEN HOME -  Place the carrier in a small room, such as a bedroom or bathroom.  Close room door.  Show kitten the food, water and litter box.  Leave carrier door open so the kitten can go in if feeling threatened or scared.  Toys that the kitten, mother and siblings have played with will be sent home.  This will give the kitten a feeling of security having these scents near him.  Allow these toys to be available for the kitten, in his carrier and in the room.   Play with your kitten; spend time with your kitten in this room.  Do not force your kitten to come to you, allow the kitten to initiate contact.  After the kitty has adjusted to the room and to you, leave the door open so the kitty can roam if he desires.  You will know when the kitten will want to do this.  They are very sociable cats and will not want to be away from the family for long.  However it may take the kitten a week or so to adjust to its new home.  If so do not panic, this is normal.  Some kittens take longer than others.  Introduce other pets gradually.   If you have a dog it is recommend that you place a child gate in the door to the room you have kept the kitten in.  This will allow the kitten to roam freely (kitten will climb the gate) but will keep the dog at a distance until both pets are use to each other.  If the kitten would feel threatened or scared by the dog the gate would allow the kitten an escape keeping the dog at a distance.  I use this at my house and it helps.  You will know when you can take the gate down.  These kittens adapt very quickly to other animals.  Supervise young children around the kitten until they are both use to each other.   It does not take much to hurt a young kitten and young children may not realize they are hurting the kitten.  These kittens are very sociable.  They have been raised underfoot, as part of our family.  They will want constant attention.  In order to keep them “Japanese Bobtails” it is essential that you spend a couple of hours a day with your kitten, more if time permits.  If you can not this may not be the right breed for you.  This breed thrives on human contact.  I can not emphasize enough the importance of spending time with your kitten.  They are just like a child and should be treated that way.  
FOOD -  Your kitten has been fed Life’s Abundance – dry food.  I have fed Wellness can, Royal Canin Sensible Choice can or Wysong can as a treat.   It may be helpful for the first week to 1 month after the kitty comes home to feed him wet food once a day.  If you are unable to purchase Life’s Abundance, Innova dry is recommended or Wellness dry, or Sensible Choice by Royal Canin dry or Wysong dry.  These can all be purchased on line as well.  There are other all natural foods that can be used.  These I have used so can recommend them.  If you can not find one of the wet foods and still want to give kitty a treat once a week you can feed them another all natural food that you can get at a pet store.  I really do not recommend the grocery store foods.  I do not recommend any food with corn or meat by products of any kind.  Corn makes animals FAT.  Fresh water should always be available for your kitten.  I leave dry out at all times and feed canned once a week as a treat.  However you may want to feed canned once a day for the first week or so until the kitten feels comfortable with his new environment.  Any major changes to the diet should be done gradually to avoid stomach upset.  Switching foods often is NOT recommended.  This could cause health problems for your kitten.  Kittens systems DO NOT need a “variety” in their diet.  This could cause serious health problems for your kitten.  If your schedule allows the best treat for your kitten would be home made food instead of canned food.  This would include boiled chicken or turkey.  Ground turkey cooked is fine too.  Along with boiled brown rice, not bleached rice.  Also green beans are good for them as well.  No beef, too much fat and grease.  This is bad for any animal.  Do not use added seasoning if you do cook for your pet.  Some seasonings can be poisonous to your kitten.  If you want a beautiful kitten, you must feed quality food.  Good food cuts down on odor in the litter box as well as waste in the litter box.  I feed Life’s Abundance because it is all natural and has no by-products or corn in it.  Corn is what you should avoid in pet food.  Cheaper commercial brands list this as the first ingredient.  Which means this is what it contains the most of.  It is a good rule of thumb to have the first couple of products contain some type of meat.  Life’s Abundance and other all natural foods will be 90% absorbed in the kittens system while 10% is excreted as waste.  So they also eat less of this food even though it may be more expensive then some of the cheaper foods.  These foods usually result in 20% absorbed and 80% is waste, causing the cat to eat more to get more nutrition and go to the litter box more as well.  Life’s Abundance can be purchased on line at www.healthypetnet.com/LISAROWE/  .  This is delivered to your house.  If you choose not to continue with this food I suggest another all natural food.  The kitten will leave with a bag of Life’s Abundance, this should last the kitten almost a month, gradually mix in the new food with the Life’s Abundance so by the time the Life’s Abundance is gone the kitten will be eating the new food.  This will cause less stomach upset.  

HAIR -  Grooming supplies are given with your kitten.  This includes a brush and nail clippers.  Japanese Bobtails come in shorthair and longhair.  Neither have an undercoat.  However brushing both short hair and long hair varieties will help get rid of loose hair that may cause hairballs.  It is recommended that you brush your kitten a couple of times a week.  This will remove any loose hair, causing less hairballs and provide QUALITY time for you and your kitten.  For hairballs I feed a hairball treat from Life’s Abundance once every other day with their dry food.  I put a small amount in with their hard food.  They love it and it seems to work.  Some cats groom more than others so may get more hairballs than other cats.  There is nothing wrong with that, you may just have to give them daily hairball treats to take care of this problem.  Your vet may also have other treats to give.  Please talk to your vet if you feel this is a problem.  Some people have been told that Japanese Bobtails are a good pet to have if you are allergic to cats.  Not true.  People are allergic to pet dander, which is dried saliva on the coat and skin of the animal, which does and can become airborne.  One good reason to brush your cat, cuts down on dander.  Some cats, does not matter what breed,  have stronger saliva than other cats and may groom more than other cats.  Using a damp cloth once a day and wipe the kittens fur, this may help.  It will not eliminate the problem but it may help make it easier to control the dander. 

NAILS  -  This kitten is NOT to be declawed.  This is stated in my contract.  Scratching posts are recommended throughout the house.  This kitten has been trained to a scratching post so will use them.  I have many different kinds, Carpet, wood, sisal, and cardboard.  They like them all so any would be fine.  If they start scratching on your furniture a spray bottle usually does the trick to get them to stop.  Also physically moving them to the scratching post instead of your furniture will help redirect their attention.  You will have to clip kittens nails more often than adults.  Kittens usually once a week or once every two weeks.  Adults usually once every 3-4 weeks.  Sometimes more often until they are older than 4 years old.  If the kitten or cat resists you can wrap them in a towel or have some one hold them for you.  I will show you the proper technique before you leave with your kitten.  Vets offices will also clip nails.  Sometimes the extra $4 or $5 is worth the money and struggle.  Not all cats like their nails clipped.  I clip their nails to get them use to it but not all like it.  Many reasons why declawing is not recommended.  One major reason it changes your cat’s personality, they may no longer be like a “Japanese Bobtail”.  I can say this from experience.  A new owner had one of my Japanese Bobtail kittens declawed because it was poking holes in her leather furniture.  When I saw this cat again I was horrified to see the change in her personality.  She was no longer a sweet and loveable Japanese Bobtail.  She was a cat that liked to keep her distance from people.  Along with having her declawed this owner did not spend time with her kitten on a daily bases.  Making this kitten very anti-social.  Kittens are like children they learn to adapt very well.  Not that she was not a nice cat she just was not what a Japanese Bobtail should be.  I was very upset.  However I worked with the owner to help make her a more sociable cat with the owner promising to spend time with her.  This is a form of mistreatment, especially for this breed.  It states in my contract if this is suspected the kitten can be removed from your home at your expense.   Scratching is natural for all cats.  This behavior should not be stopped but redirected if done in an inappropriate place.  More information will be supplied to you about why they scratch things to do to help inappropriate scratching and what is involved in declawing.  Many breeders, including myself consider declawing as a form of mistreatment.

LITTER -   I use Woody Pet litter or Feline Pine.  I will supply a bag of litter to take home.   Feline pine can be purchased at Krogers, Meijers, Wal-Mart and pet stores.  Litter boxes should be cleaned once or twice a day.  Once in the morning and once at night is recommended.  Experts say one litter box per cat plus one extra.  These litter boxes should be easy and close to get to, especially for kittens coming to a new home.  It is recommended dumping the entire litter box at least once a week and putting in new litter.  I have covered and uncovered litter boxes.  It seems the kittens like the uncovered better but will use both.  If you prefer covered I would at least have one uncovered until the kitten gets use to using the covered.  The litter I use can be flushed down the toilet.  Not the entire litter box but when you have your daily scooping, this can be flushed.  Just shake off any excess litter back into the box before flushing.  It is biodegradable.  You will need a big slot scooper for this litter.  One good one looks like a cat.  They can be purchased at Meijers or pet stores for about $3.  If you decide to switch litters it is recommended that you do a gradual switch just like with the food.  Then by the end of the bag they will be completely on the new litter.  I use pine litter for two reasons.  One I have asthma and can not use any other litter – this has no dust.  Although it does become sawdust like when it is time to change it there are no dust particles that I can inhale.  The second reason is closely related to the first.  Kittens and cats for that matter are much closer with their nose to the litter than people are.  They can easily inhale the dust when they are in the litter box scratching.  Kittens lungs and nasal passages are very small and dust can cause problems for little kittens.  Kittens and cats can develop asthma due to irritants in the air.  They also can become more susceptible to upper respiratory infections.  I have used the pearls litter before too.  However the Japanese Bobtails cut their feet on it so I had to discontinue its use.  If you do use this be careful to check the kittens feet for cuts or tenderness.  Pick your litter wisely.  Much like picking your food, it is not always the healthy choice for your kitten to pick the cheapest litter.  Pine seems to last a little longer than the scoopable litter.  In order to help the litter I use last longer I go to Lowe’s and buy wood pellets for pellet stoves.  I can get 40 pound bags for $4.  I mix a little in with the pine litter.  It takes longer to break down than the litter does.  It also is flushable.  Make sure it has not been treated with chemicals before buying it.  The litter controls the odor where the pellets do not but when used together it works great.  I have also have some owners mix the Ultra Pearls with the feline pine to make it last longer as well.  They swear by it.

TEETH/GUMS – Many people have asked about brushing kitty’s teeth.  I recommend a product called Oxy Fresh.  This can be purchased at www.oxyfresh.com   This is added to the kitty’s water.  It is clear, odorless and tasteless.  I even use it for my dogs.  I have found I no longer need to brush their teeth.

TOYS – I buy all my toys from a wonderful woman and highly recommend her.  Your kitty will go home with several of her toys.  You can visit her site and purchase her toys on line at www.katsnstuff.com   

BEHAVIORAL PROBLEMS -  A spray bottle filled with water is the best problem solver.  If you catch the kitten doing something bad or that you would not like him to do mist him lightly with the water.  He will get the hint after a few times and will not associate the water with you personally.  After a few times, just seeing the bottle usually does the trick.  Most behavior problems tend to be associated with the litter box and with scratching furniture.  Kittens just like people and children become scared and uneasy in a new place.  This is natural and may take time and patience on your part to help them work this out and feel more comfortable in a new home.  Some kittens adapt very quickly while others may take longer.   Additional information will be supplied about these issues if they ever arise.  Of course you may call with any questions or problems.   

HAVE QUESTIONS? -   Call, email or write.  We are always ready to help.  Please do not hesitate to call us with any questions or concerns about your kitten.  We want you to have as much enjoyment with your new Japanese Bobtail as we have had with him for the first part of his life.  What a pleasure they are to have around.  Also a picture of how beautiful your Japanese Bobtail has become is always appreciated plus any comments you may have.  This feedback helps us to know what, if anything we may need to do differently with the next litter.  

Best Wishes.  We hope you enjoy your new kitten for many years to come.

Samiz Cats

Lisa Rowe    

email: sami@samizcats.com   or   lisarowe@rowetech.com
www.samizcats.com     www.healthypetnet.com/LISAROWE
